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Not long ago, in a far away 
place, there lived a princess. 

Her name was Maria. 
 

 
 

When she got older she was 
sent to a place called Hungary 

to marry a very important  
man named Joseph. 

 
 

 

She was very lonely for she had 
no friends or family with her. 



 

Maria was a Christian and 
she loved her Bible very much. 

 
She liked to go to her window-
sill to read her Bible and pray 

for her country. 
 

 
 

For seven long years, she 
prayed that God would send a 

missionary to her country. 

 
  



 

One day, four men were 
traveling by camel   

in the desert. 
 

 
 

The men were missionaries 
and had a heart for the Jews. 

 
They were looking for a place 
to preach and start a church. 

 



 

Maybe from the heat  
or from fatigue, one man,  

Dr. Black, fell off of his camel 
and was hurt. 

 

 
 
 

He could not continue on  
with the trip. He would have  

to return home. 
 

Dr. Keith, his friend,  
decided to travel with him. 



 

They must have been  
very sad, for they  

had come all this way  
only to have to go back. 

 
On their way home, they both 

got the fever. They had to stop. 
 
 

 
 

They were now in a country 
called Hungary. This seemed 

like a bad place to stop. 



 

 

The Austrian government 
ruling Hungary was not 
friendly to Christians. 

 

 
 

After a few days,  
the two missionaries found 

out something very 
interesting. 



 

They learned  
that there were 1200 Jews 

living in this city! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

How amazing!  
 

Could this be the place they 
were looking for? 



 

How could they start a church, 
though, with Joseph’s palace 

looming across the river? 
 

 
 

Now this was the same palace 
that Maria lived in,  

but they didn’t know this. 



 

Although the situation looked 
bad, it only became worse. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Dr. Keith became very sick. 
 

Fearing that his friend would 
die, Dr. Black also became sick. 
 



 

For many nights,  
Maria had been awakening 
from sleep with the feeling  

that something big was  
going to happen. 

 

 

 



 

When the news of the dying 
Christian minister reached her, 
she knew this was the answer. 

 

 
 

She knew it was the answer to 
many years of praying. 

 
 

The Lord was about  
to answer the needs of the 

missionaries, as well. 



 

The news of the dying strangers 
had reached the castle and soon 

the sick travelers had a very 
important visitor. 

 

 
 

With Maria’s help the two men 
soon recovered. 

 

Eventually, Maria made Dr. 
Keith her palace preacher. 

Duchess Maria Dorothea 
Of Wurttemberg 



 

One day, Maria and her 
husband heard that there was 

trouble in a part of their 
country. She was very worried 

about what to do. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Her husband said,  
“Of course, if we give them 

Bibles, all will be well.” 
 

So the Bible was given  
to about 300,000 Jews. 



 

Maria was sad though,  
because her husband was  

not a Christian. 
 

She prayed that God would 
change his heart. 

 

 
 
Maria’s prayer was answered. 



 

On his deathbed,  
Joseph, Archduke of Austria, 

gave his heart and soul to God. 
 

Maria was finally  
able to rejoice! 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Through God’s  
amazing providence,  

the conversion of Joseph  
and many others  

came all because one man  
fell off of his camel.     

The End 
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Descendants of Maria Dorothea 
Maria Dorothea was born in Carlsruhe (Pokój), Silesia, now Poland 
on 1 November 1797 and died 30 March 1855 in Budapest, 
Hungary. 
 
She was the 3rd wife of Archduke Joseph, Palatine of Hungary, with 
whom she was married on 24 August 1819. They had five children: 
 
    * Archduchess Franziska Marie Elisabeth of Austria (31 July 
1820, Buda - 23 August 1820 Buda). 
 
    * Archduke Alexander of Austria (6 June 1825, Buda - 12 
November 1837, Buda) 
 
    * Archduchess Elisabeth Franziska of Austria, (17 January 1831, 
Ofen Hungary - 14 February 1903), Vienna Austria ; married 1) 
Archduke Ferdinand Karl Viktor of Austria-Este (1821-1849), and 
2) Archduke Karl Ferdinand of Austria (1818-1874). 
 
    * Archduke Joseph Karl of Austria (2 March 1833, Preßburg, now 
Bratislava in Slovakia - 13 June 1905, Fiume, now Rijeka in 
Croatia). 

 
* Archduchess Marie Henriette of Austria (August 23, 1836 - 

September 20, 1902), married King Leopold II of Belgium, had 
children. 



 

Words you should know: 
Travel 
Missionary 
Christian 
Conversion 
Friend 
Looming 
Providence 
Answer 

Prayer 
Deathbed 
Recovery 
Trouble 
Situation 
Worried 
Rejoice

 
 

Other things that happened during the 
life of Maria Dorothea (as taken from  

The Timetables of American History): 
 
General Jackson defeats the British at the Battle of 
New Orleans, fought two weeks after the Treaty of 
Ghent is signed. 
 
An earthquake in Aleppo, Syria, kills 22,000 people. 
 
Slavery is abolished in the British Empire. 
 
The first printed rules for a game resembling 
baseball are published in The Book of Sports. 
 
The French teacher Louis Braille perfects a system 
of characters enabling the blind to read. 

 
The French suppress the Berbers in Algeria. 
 
The United Presbyterian Church of Scotland is 
established. 



 

 
 
 

 “Go therefore  
and make disciples  
of all the nations,  

baptizing them 
 in the name  
of the Father 

 and of the Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit,  

teaching them  
to observe all things 

 that I have commanded you;  
and lo, I am with you always, 

 even to the end of the age.”  
Mt. 28:19-20 

 
 Amen 

 
 
 
 

Miss Kayser is 13 years old and enjoys reading, writing, 
singing and sewing. She loves being home-schooled and 
values time spent with her family. 
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